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Mission: impossible?
Motivating teens and preparing
them for Cambridge exams

Ian Wood
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Today’s objectives

Understand how the teenage brain works! (or doesn’t)

Show how student-centred communicative activities can
engage teens and help them excel in their exam

Show how Gold Experience motivates teens

Look at the 2015 First for Schools specifications
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The teenage brain

4  Gold Experience P E A R S O N



The teenage brain
Who said this?

‘Our youth now love luxury. They have bad manners,
contempt for authority; they show disrespect for
their elders and love chatter in place of exercise;
they no longer rise when elders enter the room; they
contradict their parents, chatter before company;
gobble up their food and tyrannize their teachers.’

Socrates, 350 BC
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The teenage brain
Who said this?

‘Teenagers have all this energy. We can do so many
things, just ask us. But I will tell you why we don't
do the dishes... It's because at that point in time it’'s
not important for us to have clean dishes in the
house. We will just do them later.’

Eva-Maria Salikhova, (then) 19
Author of the first parenting book by a teenager

ALWAYS LEARNING PEARSON



. "TEEN BRAIN
The teenage brain .,s".,g"l"mgggg '
everyone is looking in to it... ~ ﬁ f

Surpnslng Effects ﬁ.‘r\‘ : ‘ N
T O Rise of the : > Lo \
l Jl &I J Modern Mind YN
= D
GE OGRAPHIC Violence and Pride

@E%AKING
FAN EPIC

Ressarchis resshiSoniniog
our view of the sdelescent
mind-a2ed xplaining s ;
miystitying ways A / Research is revolutionizing our
> view of the mind—and
explaining its mystifying ways

ALWAYS LEARNING PEARSON



The teenage brain
but what have they found?
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The teenage brain
but what have they found?

Growing a Grown-up Brain

Scientists have long thought that the human brain was formed in early childhood. But by
scanning children's brains with an MR year after year, they discovered that the brain
undergoes radical changes in adolescence. Excess _ .

. . . . Gray matter: Nerve Farietal lobe:
gray matter is pruned out, making brain connections cell bodies and Spatial perception
more specialized and efficient. The parts of the brain  fibers that make up

i . the bulk of
that control physical movement, vision, and the the brain's

senses mature first, while the regions in the front that  computing

control higher thinking don’t finish the pruning POWer.
process until the early 20s. Oceipital _/
lohe: Vision Y
B

(aray matter becomes less 1
Gray dense as the brain matures, Ternpural lohe: —
T T Vemory, hearing,  frontal lobe: Planning,
“Enslty More Less angV=EE emotional control,

dense dense problam solving

Age: 5 Adolescence

Source: “Dynamic mapping of human cortical development during childbood through early adulthood,™ Mitin Gogtay ef
al.. Fropeadings of Ihe Nabional Acadermy of Sciences, May 25, 2004; Calilorniz Inslilule of Technology
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Decision making Heightened risk-taking

Planning Poor impulse control

Self-awareness Self-consciousness

Empathy Work in progress

K
The teenage brain

A challenging teaching process
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Whatever...
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Poor impulse ¢
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Tired...
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The teenage brain
The teenage learner

« seeks meaning and relevance « PERSONALISE

e worries what others think about them « GROUP THEM

e IS egocentric « BE CREATIVE

e craves independence « GIVE CHOICE

e has opinions « GIVE THEM A VOICE
e Nneeds help to plan « STRUCTURE TASKS
« seeks novelty and sensation « PROVIDE VARIETY

ALWAYS LEARNING PEARSON



The teenage brain
Engagement and motivation

« PERSONALISE

Relevant material
« GROUP THEM

Opportunities to talk
« BE CREATIVE

Variety of media

 GIVE CHOICE
) Different groupings

« GIVE THEM A VOICE

Achievable tasks
« STRUCTURE TASKS

Sense of challenge
« PROVIDE VARIETY
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Opportunities to talk

OB | we @ school

READING
Power up

Read on

3 Read the article on page 27 about a school In
Northern Ireland. Match the headings (1-5) with

unerwN

1 Match the school subjects with the photos. paragraphs (A-D). There Is one extra heading.
Ai{i _’i_lll[,‘]llii)’ SIULIES) geog'”aPh!! 1 Whatlsalip dub? B
The story and the music
2 BV v B
= Do you do any subjects that aren’t here?
What are your favourite subjects?

5 Students and amlts were In me lip mu
6 The students loved making the lip dub.

Sum up
S How do you make a school lip dub? Use these
words to help you.
add music to the video choose a song
dance and sing
film different places in the school

tell a story use-a-digital-camera

You use a digital camera.

Speak up

S Do you think a lip dub of your school Is a good
Idea? What would you llke to show In your
school? Can you think of a song you would llke
to use?

2 Do you do any subjects that aren't here?
What are your favourite subjects?

Gold Experience, A2

ALWAYS LEARNING

@ we @ school

Speak up

& Do you think a lip dub of your school is a good
idea? What would you like to show in your
school? Can you think of a song you would like
to use?

than 65,000 people watched it.

Alip dub is a kind of music video. A
group of people sing and dance and a The lip dub ends at the sports field.
cameraperson films them. Later a fimmaker The students and teachers are dancing,
adds the original song to the video. In the running, singing and having fun. They say
video you hear the original song. You don’t  they enjoyed every minute of the video.
hear the people on the video. The idea for Some students described it as a fantastic

, the first school lip dub came from Germany. and amazing experience. One thing is sure:

You can watch some school lip dubs on they all love their school.
Internet sites such as YouTube.

PEARSON




New Exams course for Teens

The most engaging experience in teaching exams to teens

Gold

EXPERIENCE

Gold Gold Gold

EXPERIENCE EXPERIENCE EXPERIENCE

EXPERIENCE - ENGAGE - EXCEL!
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Relevant material:

DB | we @ school

READING
Power up
1 Match the school subjects with the photos.

ART CompiiEraivifizs geegraphy
higfory WERE

Read on

3 Read the article on page 27 about a school In
Northern Ireland. Match the headings (1-5) with
paragraphs (A-D). There Is one extra heading.

What s a lip dub? B
The story and the music
Agreatidea

Fun for everyone
Making the lip dub

uEwWwN =

Skill

Don' choose an answer just because the paragraph
has the same word. Read the whole paragraph
carefully.

4 Read the text again. Are the sentences (1-6)
true (T) or false (F)?

People talk on a lip dub. F

eal teens,

real issues

@ we @ school

Stephen Robinson Is a PE teacher.
Friends Is the name of a British TV programme.

How do you tell the world your school Is special? Make a ‘lip dub’ video! That's
what the students and teachers from the Friends’ School In Lisburn, Northern
Ireland did. The result was an overnight Internet hit!

2 Do you do any subjects that aren't here?
What are your favourite subjects?

~
ﬁ " LEVEL-UP

Gold Experience, A2

ALWAYS LEARNING

More than 1,000 students made the lip dub.
Students and adults were In the lip dub.
The students loved making the lIp dub.

OUEsWN =

Sum up

S How do you make a school lip dub? Use these
words to help you.

add music to the video

film different places in t

tell a story use-a-digital-camera

You use a digital camera.

Speak up

S Do you think a lip dub of your school Is a good
Idea? What would you llke to show In your
school? Can you think of a song you would llke
to use?

When PE teacher Stephen Robinson
decided to make a lip dub about Friends’
School in Lisburn, the students were very
excited. Their 11-minute video tells the
story of a girl's first day at their school.
She arrives at the school, the door opens
and the music begins. The teachers at the
Friends’ school weren't surprised when
their students chose the music from the
American TV programme Friends. At their
school friends are important.

Alip dub is a kind of music video. A

group of people sing and dance and a
cameraperson films them. Later a filmmaker
adds the original song to the video. In the
video you hear the original song. You don’t
hear the people on the video. The idea for
the first school lip dub came from Germany.
You can watch some school lip dubs on
Internet sites such as YouTube.

Nearly 1,000 students and teachers worked

on the lip dub. The students wrote their

ideas on big boards and decided which

places in the school they wanted to show. /
They made it with a digital camcorder, a /
tripod and a computer. The cameraperson

filmed the students in classrooms, the

science lab and the gym. There was Irish

dancing, gymnastics and rock climbing.

Even the cooks from the school canteen

danced and sang. In the first 48 hours more

than 65,000 people watched it.

The lip dub ends at the sports field.

The students and teachers are dancing,

running, singing and having fun. They say

they enjoyed every minute of the video. /
Some students described it as a fantastic

and amazing experience. One thing is sure:

they all love their school.

.
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LGMIzHDzEtI
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Variety of media

Teens' Daily Use of Communications Media

[% of respondents)

June 2012

et | soe
Visit a social netwarking site _ 51%
use email | 0%
m [ 10

Teut chat in an online game _ 125%%

Headset cnat In an onkne game

use Twitter [N 11%
video chat [ 8.

Writefoamment on & hlag - 6%

visit a virtual world [ 5%

m MARKETIMGUMARTS. COM
Comimean Senss Med 8
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Variety of

READING

Power up
1 Match the school subjects with the photos.

ART m@iﬁ-‘i{ cilusfzs geogra
g‘-ﬁféru‘“‘t‘w‘__; o eedde)

2 Do you do any subjects that aren't here?
What are your favourite subjects?

Fn
AT
ﬁ | LEVEL-UP

media

Gold Experience, A2

Switceh am

WELCOME TO OUR SCHOOL

1 You are going to watch a lip dub of the Friends’
School In Lisburn, Northern Ireland. What and
who do you think you will see? Watch and check.

1 choir aDJ) as
balloons

ience teacher

the gym the head teacher

2 Choose the correct answer.

1 Atthe beginning of the video, some students
are going Into/coming out of school.

2 The lip dub Involved nearly one hundred/

thousand puplis.

PE teacher Stephen Robinson made the lip dub

with ex-puplil/producer Matthew Good.

4 Stephen saw a great lip dub video on YouTube
from Canada/Columbla.

5 The alm of the lIp dub was to help students find
a happy place/space.

6 The students found the filming experience
unforgettable/unbellevable.

3 What do you think the students enjoyed most
when they made thelr lip dub?

Project

4 Work In small groups. Imagine you are going
to make a lip dub about your school. Decide
where you want to film and who Is In It. Think
of some music you can use. Make a poster
of your Ideas and present It to the class. You
could make a video of each presentation and
decide who has the best Idea.

Where? the sclence lab, the canteen and the sports
field

Who? students, teachers, the people who work in
the canteen

What music? We want to use ... because ...

A2, Unit 3 video

=
@ wWe @ school

How do you tell the world your school Is special? Make a ‘lip dub’ video! That's
what the students and teachers from the Friends’ School In Lisburn, Northern
Ireland did. The result was an overnight Internet hit!

ALWAYS LEARNING

When PE teacher Stephen Robinson
decided to make a lip dub about Friends’
School in Lisburn, the students were very
excited. Their 11-minute video tells the
story of a girl's first day at their school.
She arrives at the school, the door opens
and the music begins. The teachers at the
Friends’ school weren't surprised when
their students chose the music from the
American TV programme Friends. At their
school friends are important.

Alip dub is a kind of music video. A

group of people sing and dance and a
cameraperson films them. Later a filmmaker
adds the original song to the video. In the
video you hear the original song. You don't
hear the people on the video. The idea for
the first school lip dub came from Germany.

can watch some school lip dubs on
k uch as YouTube.

Nearly 1,000 students and teachers worked
on the lip dub. The students wrote their
ideas on big boards and decided which
places in the school they wanted to show.
They made it with a digital camcorder, a
tripod and a computer. The cameraperson
filmed the students in classrooms, the
science lab and the gym. There was Irish
dancing, gymnastics and rock climbing.
Even the cooks from the school canteen
danced and sang. In the first 48 hours more
than 65,000 people watched it.

The lip dub ends at the sports field.

The students and teachers are dancing,
running, singing and having fun. They say
they enjoyed every minute of the video.
Some students described it as a fantastic
and amazing experience. One thing is sure:
they all love their school.

/
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NAjQhKdOLPQ
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NAjQhKdOLPQ
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Different groupings

Whole

class Individual

\XhooL
To start

rite the title of this uniton t
students to express some other
school, e.g. We don’t mind school,
school, etc.

we
READING

board: We love sc
ssible opinions
e like school,

about school. Students now need to find some

groups to discuss their opinions with a partner.

Pair or

Ask students to jot down a sentence describing //ow they feel
ne who has a
different opinion from them. Students work inpairs or small

do you tell the
ht the students &
pnd did. The res

en PE teacher Ste
ided to make a lip

Reading  matching heacings with paragraphs

Voeabulary:  school and education; verb-noun
eclocations

Grammar:  past simple: o be: regular and irregular
Verts; past simple questions

Listening,  completing sentences;Istening for specific

information

-_:' we Love school

Background

In the UK, students usually attend school from Monday.
through to Friday. School systems vary in diferent parts
of the UK (the Scortish education system is very diffrent.
from the English system, for example), but chidren usually
start school at about five years of age and can leave school
from the age of seventeen, Many pupls choose to stay on
o do higher qualfications A el in England and Hghersin
Scottand

Speaking:  asking and arswering
past

Writing: 2 paragraph/short artcle; ordaring avents

READING (st pages 25-27)

Popular

PEand home econoics Foreign languages are not such a

popuiar choice: in fact, relatively few chidren choose to study

French or German, which are the languages usualy ught in

UK schools.

Schools usualy sart at around nine oiclock and finish at
fclock. At lunch

Note

There are many lp dub videos avalable to watch online,
many of which have been created by schools. I your students
are unsure about what a ip dub video is, show them an
‘@ample before you start the reading exercise to help them
process what they are about to read

24 Jextraheudng 4D 5C

4 Students read the text again and decide whether the
sentences are trua or flsa. Ask students to corract the filse
statements. Then conduct feadback around the class.

2T 3F 4F 5T 6T

Sum up

5 Students work in pars t diseuss their ideas. The ideas
dorit come in any definice sequence, so there are various
possibiites here. Give students a few minutes to work in
smallgroups and decide how to make a p dub.

Students own smwers.

To start

‘Wiitathe tite of this unit on the board: We love school. Ask
students o express some cther possible opinions about
school, e, We dan't mind schol, We ik school, We don't ke
school,etc

packed lunch from home.
Older students sometimes go to the local shops and buy
Tunch there.

Read on

3 Focus students'attention on the photos on page 27 and

cansee. Ask students f

bout school. Students
diflerent opinion from them. Students work n pairs o small
groups to discuss thei opinions witha partrer.

‘Conduct dass feedback. How do your students el about

textis going t be aboutand
10 discuss their ideas with a partner. Norninate a few
students to report back and write their predictions on the
board. If necessary, pre-teach excited (vry enthusiastic

School Encourage them to give. 3

boarding any new vocabulary which comes up:

something) and amazing (excellen).

Power up

| Focus students’attention on the photos. Provida a short
tima limit for students to match tha phe

Ask questions ! understanding, e, f yo
are excted about samething s it a good or bad feeling) (go0d)
When do yuu feel excied? (before a party. before a hoidzy,

/
Pa

and fim dffersnt places i the school. You tel  story, Then you sdd
e  the vidao,

Speakup

6 Read the questions together as a dass. Organise studerts
into smal groups, nominating one studert in each group
to chair the dscussion, one person ta take notes and ane
person to report back to the dlass. Bring the whole class
together again and ask groups to report back on theirideas.

Students oun smwers.

To finish
‘Write down the following sentanca heads on the board:

) F owo singerssng

subjects. Conduct dass feedback, elicting useful vocabulary

of thesa subjacts they study.

g the
ofir?(the one which came first)If something s amazng do
we like 19 (yas)

b
Inmy- dream school the teachers are

Atmy dream school | eam

the conks serve ...

paragraph

asdence bmusic <maths
gar hgeography

dhisiory e computer sudies {PE.

2 Askstudents to tell you what subjects they do whicharen't
in Exercie |. Wite these on the board. Studerts work

Read the
aloud to the class. Ask students
dubvideo s

Tell your studants that they are going to read the taxt
carefully and that, as they read, they are going to decide

hat alip

afw students to report back on their partners” answers.

i
Encourage them to give reasons for their answers. Nominate

Students' own snswers

each paragraph s roug
the paragraph headings in Exercise 3 together checking
understanding as you go. Focus students' atention onthe

y at. . anfinishes at .
Read the sentence heads aloud, supplying your own ideas,
. My dream schaol i very modem. Inmy dream school the
teachers are very rendly. At my dream scheol | learn Chiness
and an. Iy my dream school canteen the cooks serve homemade.
pizza and fesh pineappe juice. My cream schaol starts at leven
o'cock and finishes at four oclock:

Skilladvice.
whole class faadback

M

mplete ideas
and then compare their ideas with a partner: Nominate a few
students to report their dream school and encourage
discussion of what makes a goed school. De your students
have similar ideas?

Homework

MyEnglishLob

iRk .

filmed the students in classrooms, the
science lab and the gym. There was Irish
dancing, gymnastics and rock climbing.
Even the cooks from the school canteen
danced and sang. In the first 48 hours more
than 65,000 people watched it.

1id the music begins. The teachers at the
‘Sends’ school weren't surprised when

pir students chose the music from the
erican TV programme Friends. At their
ool friends are important.

Conduct class feedback. How do your students feel about
school? Encourage them to give reasons for their angwers,
boarding any new vocabulary which comes up.

2 Do you do any subjects that aren't here?
What are your favourite subjects?

\lip dub is a kind of music video. A
1§pup of people sing and dance and a
eraperson films them. Later a filmmaker
s the original song to the video. In the
video you hear the original song. You don’t
hear the people on the video. The idea for
the first school lip dub came from Germany.
You can watch some school lip dubs on

4
Whole [

class

|

The lip dub ends at the sports field.

The students and teachers are dancing,
running, singing and having fun. They say
they enjoyed every minute of the video.
Some students described it as a fantastic
and amazing experience. One thing is sure:
they all love their school.

& Do you think a lip dub of your school Is a good
Idea? What would you like to show In your
school? Can you think of a song you would like
to use?

G
ﬂ | LEVEL-UP

Gold Experience, A2 + teacher’s note pages
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Achievable yet challenging tasks
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Achievable yet challenging tasks

Carefully >
staged tasks

READING
Power up
1 Match the school subjects with the photos.

Ai{’} I OD ‘.]jdf -,i\. |U 25 ) geograph
lgwtnrg
0 =

Icle on page 27 about a school In
Nol atch the headings (1-5) with
paragraphs one extra heading.

1 Whatlsa lip dub? B
2 The story and the music
3 Agreatidea

4 Fun for everyone

5 Making the lip dub

Skill

Don't choose an answer just because the paragraph
has the same word. Read the whole paragraph
carefully.

Exam tips to =
help guide P
students

Cambndge
exam style
tasks from the
start

ts that aren’t here?
te subjects?

Gold Experience, A2

ALWAYS LEARNING PEARSON

s—
true (T) or false (F)?

1 People talk on a lp dub. F

2 Stephen Robinson Is a PE teacher.

3 Friends Is the name of a British TV programme.
4 More than 1,000 students made the lip dub.

5 Students and adults were In the lip dub.

6 The students loved making the lip dub.

— "k

Sum up

S How do you make a school lip dub? Use these
words to help you.

add music to the video choose a song
dance and sing
film different place

oo digital camera.

Speak up

S Do you think a lip dub of your school Is a good
Idea? What would you llke to show In your
school? Can you think of a song you would llke
to use?

Read on

2 Read the article on page 27 about a school in
Northern Ireland. Match the headings (1-5) with
paragraphs (A-D). There is one extra heading.

What is a lip dub? B

The story and the music
A great idea

Fun for everyone
Making the lip dub

aool

U1 B WN -

Skill §

Don't choose an answer just because the paragraph
has the same word. Read the whole paragraph
carefully.

4 Read the text again. Are the sentences (1-6)
true (T) or False (F)?

People talk on a lip dub. F

Stephen Robinson is a PE teacher.

Friends is the name of a British TV programme.
More than 1,000 students made the lip dub. /
Students and adults were in the lip dub.
The students loved making the lip dub.

| -
[ "™ SWITCHON Welcome to our school poge a3 ﬂ
\
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Gold Experience
What are the components?

32 Gold Experience P E A R S O N



Print package

For students For teachers

Teacher’s online
resource materials:

e Teacher’s notes

e Photocopiables

Vocabulary
and Grammar

Workbook

e Class audio
o Testmaster

Disc with :
Audio &
Video

Print TB also Class audio CDs

available also available

33 Gold Experience P E A R S O N



Digital package

For students For teachers

EXPERIENCE

| o
<A
A 2
.

EXPERIENCE

EnglishLab

3 D i
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Blended package

For students For teachers

Gold

EXPERIENCE

Gold |

EXPERIENCE

.......

inmmeti 5 AT —

35 Gold Experience P E A R S O N



Practice element
Gold

EXPERIENCE

- Grammar - Grammar

- Vocabulary - Vocabulary
- Language review - Language review (tests)
- Key online for teachers - Skills practice

- Skills tests

- Instant feedback

- Gradebook

36 Gold Experience P E A R S O N



What changes in the 2015 for Schools exams?

37 Gold Experience P E A R S O N



Cambridge English: for Schools

e Who are they for?
“primary and secondary school students”
(ages 11-15)

e Which exams are covered?

Key for Schools (KET / A2)

Preliminary for Schools (PET / B1)

First for Schools (FCE / B2) — updated in January 2015

e What's the difference between for Schools and general?
Very little. The level is the same. The format is the same.
The topics and contexts are appropriate for school students.

38 Gold Experience P E A R S O N



Key changes: First for Schools

Current exam 2015 exam Change
Joined Reading
General 5 papers 4 papers & Use of English
Reading & 1 hr 45 mins 1 hr 15 mins Shorter texts
Use of English | 72 items 52 items Fewer items

Compulsory letter
Optional set text

Compulsory essay
Set text & story in

P1 genre = essay
Fewer options in

Writin .
riting Includes story for Schools only (main exam) P2
120-180 words 140-190 words Longer output
P1 questions recorded _ P1 no audio questions
Listening P2 1 or 2 speakers  (very minor changes) P2 monologue only
P3 5 items, 6 options P3 2 more distracters
: P3 based on text Part 3 now word
Speaking P3 based on pictures prompts spider, not pictures

PEARSON




Motivating teens in class: Summary

40 Gold Experience P E A R S O N



Preparing teens for exams
Mission: impossible?

Teaching teens — a summary:

« Know what you’re dealing with - the teen brain IS different

e Challenge and engage teens - they want to prove you wrong

« Teens won't see your point of view — because they can’t

e Shake it up — don't let it become predictable

o If it's important, you'll need to keep repeating it

e Teens are subject to sleep deprivation — how would you feel?

e Teens have opinions - let them express them (it's an exam task)
« Use different media — especially THEIR media

» Teens prefer to do stuff than learn stuff - exams are SKILLS based
« Exams are about planning - the teen brain doesn’t do planning

PEARSON



Any questions?

lan.wood@pearson.com
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