


So, what do the Cambridge 
updates mean for me?  

 
Ian Wood 
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The  
Cambridge 
English  
exams are  
changing! 
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Are YOU prepared? 



What challenges do exam 
updates give the teacher? 
(3 minute brainstorm) 
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How good is your 
knowledge  
of the new 
exams? 
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Did you know…? 



   

1 Which Cambridge exams have a 
‘for schools’ version? 
 
A Key  
B Preliminary  
C First  
D Advanced  



   

2 Which of these Cambridge 
exams will have a new version in 
2015? 
 
A First  
B Preliminary 
C Proficiency 
D Key  
E Advanced  
 



   

3 From when in 2015 will the 
new Cambridge exam specs go 
live? 
 
A January  
B June 
C December  



   

4 Which of the following are 
TRUE about the 2015 Cambridge 
Advanced update?* 
 
A It will have a more academic flavour.  
B It will be harder than at present. 
C There will only be four papers.  
D Grammar won’t be tested. 

 

*According to Cambridge Assessment…  



   

5 Which of the following are 
TRUE about the 2015 Cambridge 
First update?* 
 
A It will have a more business flavour. 
B There will be fewer reading texts.  
C The writing will be computer graded. 

D There will only be four papers.  
 
*According to Cambridge Assessment.  



13  

Cambridge exams  
 

for 2015 



Coming in 
January 2015… 
 NEW 
Cambridge English First 
Cambridge English Advanced 
 
(revised) 
 

10  



Key changes: First & First for Schools 

Current exam 2015 exam Change 

General 

Reading &  
Use of English 

Writing 

Listening 

Speaking 
P3 based on text 
prompts 

Compulsory essay 
Set text & story in  
for Schools only 
140-190 words 

1 hr 15 mins 
52 items 

4 papers 
Joined Reading  
& Use of English 5 papers 

Part 3 now word 
spider, not pictures 

P3 based on pictures 

P1 genre = essay 
Fewer options in 
(main exam) P2 
Longer output 

Compulsory letter 
Optional set text 
Includes story 
120-180 words 

Shorter texts 
Fewer items 

1 hr 45 mins 
72 items 

P1 questions recorded  
P2 1 or 2 speakers 
P3 5 items, 6 options 

P1 questions text only 
P2 monologue 
P3 5 items, 8 options 

P1 no audio questions 
P2 monologue only 
P3 2 more distracters 



Key changes: Advanced 

Current exam 2015 exam Change 

General 

Reading &  
Use of English 

Writing 

Listening 

Speaking P3 based on text 
prompts 

Compulsory essay 
Fewer P2 genres 
No set text 
220-260 words 

1 hr 30 mins 
8 exam parts 
56 items 

4 papers 
Joined Reading  
& Use of English 5 papers 

Part 3 now word 
spider, not pictures 

P3 based on pictures 

(no significant changes) 

P1 genre = essay 
Fewer P2 options 
Longer output 

Compulsory letter 
Optional set text 
180-260 words 

2 tasks CUT 
1 NEW task 
Shorter texts 
Fewer items 

2 hrs 15 mins 
9 exam parts 
84 items 



Task changes: Advanced 

Reading Part 1: 
Themed texts 
multiple choice 

Use of English Part 4: 
Gapped sentences 



Task changes: Advanced 

Reading &  
Use of English  
Part 6:  
Cross-text  
multiple matching 

… more soon 
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What does 
it mean  
for me? 

9  



First 
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Examples from Gold First & Gold First New Edition 

Published 2012 

100% new material 

For 2008 exam specs 

Published 2014 

Light update (& new components) 

For 2015 exam specs 



spot the 
difference: 
Use of English 
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2008: 

Use of English 
Part 3 

10 items 

2015: 

Reading &  
Use of English 
Part 3 

8 items 



spot the 
difference: 
Listening 
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2008: 

Listening Part 3 

6 options 

2015: 

Listening Part 3 

8 options  
(2 extra distracters) 



spot the 
difference: 
Speaking 
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Picture 
prompts 

2008 2015 

Text 
prompts 

Single 
rubric 
task 

Split 
rubric 
task 

New audio 

Revised 
language 

focus 



spot the 
difference: 
Writing (1) 

10  



Part 1 
=letter/email 

2008 2015 
Part 1  
=essay 

Output 
=120-150 words 

Output 
=140-190 words 

Revised 
language 
work 



spot the 
difference: 
Writing (2) 

10  



Letter/email 

=Part 1 

Letter/email 

=Part 2 

2008 2015 

Longer input 

Shorter input 

Revised 
language 
work 

Shorter 
output 

Longer 
output 



spot the 
difference: 
Writing (3) 

10  



Part 2 can 
include story 

2008 2015 
Part 2: no story 
(except in for Schools exam) 

Part 2 genres = 

article, report, review, 
email/letter 

Output 
=120-180 
words 

Output 
=140-190 
words 



Advanced 
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Changes to First v Advanced 

Changes to Advanced Changes to First 

General 

Speaking 

Listening 

Writing 

Reading &  
Use of English 

P3 based on text prompts 
not pictures 

P1 genre = essay 
Fewer P2 genres 
No set text 
Longer output 

From 5 to 4 papers 

Shorter texts 
Fewer items 
2 tasks CUT 
1 NEW task 

From 5 to 4 papers 

Shorter texts 
Fewer items 

P3 based on text prompts 
not pictures 

No significant changes 

P1 genre = essay 
Fewer P2 genres 
No set text or story* 
Longer output 
  *except in for Schools version 

P1 no audio questions 
P3 2 more distracters 



Cross-text 
multiple 
matching 
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Examples from Gold Advanced and Expert Advanced 

Published 2014 

100% new material 

For 2015 exam specs 

Published 2014 

100% new material 

For 2015 exam specs 





From Gold Advanced, pub. 2014 



From Gold Advanced, pub. 2014 

How do 
YOU 

find it? 

Answers: 
1 B 
2 D 
3 A 
4 C 



Reading & 
Use of English  
Part 6 
examples from 
Advanced 
Expert 



New writing part 1: Advanced 



New writing part 1: Advanced 

Where are the potential traps in the 
Writing Part 1 instructions? 
(2 minute brainstorm) 

btw: ‘an essay is usually written for an academic tutor’ 
Cambridge First Handbook 
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MyEnglishLabs 
for Exams 

38  



  

Generic exam MELS  
(PRELIMINARY, FIRST, ADVANCED, 

IELTS, PTE ACADEMIC) 

•Option to buy coursebook with or 

without MEL   

•Rich feedback 

•Includes practice tests 

•Focused on key exam skills 

•Video exam guide 

•Written to 2015 specification 

 

           

Course-specific MEL for every level 

•Option to buy coursebook with or 

without MEL  

•Rich feedback 

•Includes progress, review and 

practice tests 

•Practices & extends language  and 

skills from the coursebook 

•Built in videos from DVD content 



It’s all too 
much to 
remember! 
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2015 exams:  
what you REALLY  
need to start doing 
and stop doing… 



1 Advanced has new task: 
Reading & Use of English 
P6 

2 Advanced has cut two 
tasks (old R1 and UoE4) 

3 In both exams, Writing 
P1 is essay, not letter 

4 Both have fewer genres in 
Writing P2 

5 In both, Speaking P3 
prompts are written, not 
pictures 

6 In both, Speaking P3 
rubric is now split 

7 In both, all (other) 
Reading & Use of 
English tasks are very 
similar (fewer items; 
shorter texts) 

Focus YOUR time on 
understanding this task 

Know which of your existing 
material is no longer useful! 

Focus on planning, structuring 
& language for essays 

Don’t waste time on set text, 
stories, competition entries etc 

Use new practice tasks or try to 
convert existing ones 
 

Make sure students don’t reach 
a conclusion until asked to 

Teach the same exam 
techniques and strategies 



Any questions? 
 

ian.wood@pearson.com 
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